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CONFIDENTIAL Reproduced Fr

DEPART0vrT OF THE APMY Best Available Copy
HEADQUARTES, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GRCIJP

APO San Francisco 96240
AVGD, SC 

13 ý4y 1967
SUBJ]=? Operational Report For Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

*'ir&g cowumou oontains informatlon ar cit4g %b.
TO: See Distributi6f-j - eof the United States within the .n• .- ".~~ ipiotsagte Laws , Title 18 . U/. S. C., ssct icz 7' DL • =

ts treasmission or the revelation of its ctntit:. ..
",nter te ar unautkirvied verson is . " SSUTION I: 3IGNIFICV'Tr ORG4UNIZATION 4- aR UNIT ACTIVITIES

1. (C) General

'a. Mission: The 17th Combat Aviation Group is to provideaviat- Pt, as directed, to United States, Republic of Vietnam, and
other Free World Military Assistance Forces for the 00ndlict of combat, log-istical or other 0ounte--i_-,-gency operntions.

b. Organization and structure as of 30 April 1967.

(1) HHC 17TH COMBAT AVIATION CROUP

MHC 10TH CALB RHO 14TH CAB RHO 52D CaB 1*10 223D CSAB. 196TH ASUC48T•- fAc 161ST MuC 119'TH AHC 18TH UAC117TH 4KC 174TH AHC !155TH ARC 131ST SAC129Th A 176TH AHC 1170TH ARC 225TH SACS281ST JHC 189TH A4C 183D PRhC180th A. C 179TH ASHC 219TH RACGAG - Combat Aviation Grocup 220TH RACCAB - Combat Aviation Battalion 282D AHC
CSAB - OSmbat Support Aviation Battalion
AC = Reconnaissance idrplane Company (0-1)UAC Utility Airplane Company (U1-.A)

SAC = Surveillance Airplane Company (OV-1)
t2C - Assault Helicpter Couaxy (UH-l)
ASHC Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47)

(2) Group strength as of 30 April 1967 $04 p ear IS ,YersSTRM GTH iJJTH/1ZD 4 Pi 4 0

/"fc Warrant Officer Enlisted
Hq, 17th Cbt Avn Gp* 3 I59 27/2510th Cbt Avn DO 108/134 241/184 1291/1 D C14th Cbt Avn Bn 96/136 245/170 13- ri -'F52d Cbt Avza Bn 90/121 187/159 118 , 94-•I o T II t~l I•< EC 1 IV 1967 I(CONFIDENTIAL (lD-. 1_ ... IJ
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AVGD-SC 13 May 1967
"SUBJECT: Operational Report For Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

"Officer Warrant Officer Enlisted
223d Obt Spt Avn Br. 188151 22/19 7371155
TOTAL 513/601 722/557 470V/6304

*Includes 196th A.SKC

(3) AVIATOR STiVNGTH

17th Cbt Avn Gp is authorized 90% manning 1e. el

UNIT 90% AUTH/ASGD

17th Cbt kvn Gp 11/39

10th Cbt Avn Bn 297/274
a14th Cbt Avn Bn 293/263

"52d Cbt Avn Bn 236/230
223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn 197/173

(4) Group organization and structure including •tssigned,
attached, and units under OPCON is shown in Inclowuru 1O0

c. Commnd Relatiormhi~p

(1) Col John W. Karr, Infantry, commanded the 17th CAG
throughout this reporting period. j

(2) Change of Command

(a) On 11 Mar 67 LTC Clifford S. Athey, Arty, was

Sassigned as Deputy Group Commander vice LTC Foy Rice.

(b) On 1 Apr 67, LTC John H. Richardson, Armor,
assumed command of the 223d CSAB, vice LTC William K. Geran.

d. Organiz;.tional Changes:

(1) The 176th AHC nickna•med "Minutemen," and stationed at
Phu Heip, RVN becme o operational on 25 March 1967.

, ! (2) The 196th 1ZHC, nicknamud "•Flipper," and stationed at

Crop Lane, An Son, RVN became operational on I April 1967.

"'(3) On 29 April 1967 the advance p-rty of the 189th ARC
Sarrived in country. This unit is assigned to the 52d CiAB and wdll be station-
ed at Camp Holloway, Pleiku, RVN. Operational date iiill be determined by
arrival of main body personnel and aircraft. I

(4) On 30 April 1967 the advance party of the 225th SAC
arrived in. country. This unit is assigned to the 223d CS113 and will be

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGD-UC 13 May 1967
10 SUBJECT: Opera.tional Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

stationed at Phu Hiep, RVN, Operational date will be detarminod by arrival
of main body personnel and aircraft.

(5) On 30 April 67 the advwnce party of the 268th CIB
arrived in country. This Battalion will be stationed at Phu Hiep and be
assigned the following units:

(a) 1314!h AHC (nob In country)

(b) 92d AHC (not in country)

Cc) 176th AB1C '(6peratioiMl at Phu Heip)

(4) 180th ASHC (operational. at Phutieip)

2. (C) Intellignece

a. Escape and Evasion

(1) The 17th GAG S-2 assumed the additional duty of E & F
Officer upon departure of the full t ime E & E Officer in March.

(2) Quotas for the US.IF Pacific Jungle Survival School are
"H being filled by aviator* from all thu Battalions.

(3) Sufficient Blood Chits, which is a ID and request for
help document were received and issued to the Battalions in ordor that
each flight crewman would now have one in his possession.

b. Increased emphasis was placed on intelligence training in

all assigned units.

3. (C) Operations and Training Activities:

a. Plans: Support of all major operations requiring aviation
support -itthin II CTZ less those conducted by let Air Cav Division and 4th
Inf Division, was planned and supported by 17th CAG. CO1,MSVLCV and CG,
I FFORCI; V initiated requests for the operations supported by 17th CAG.

b. Operationxs:

-• Operation Avn Units Oper,.tion Dates Major Units (s)
S-m Houston 119th ld-C 1 Feb - 5 Apr 67 4th Tnf Div

155th 'dic
170th ;AC
179th ASHC

Francis Marion 119th AHC 6 - 30 Apr 67 4th Inf Div
.77, 155th AHC

170th AfC
179th ASHC

CONFIDENTIALI _



& C/GD-SC 13 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

il. Operation Avn Units Operation Dates Major Units (s)

Thayer II 119th AHC I - 11 Feb 67 1st Cav Div

Pershing 119th RHO 12 Feb - 30 Apr 67 lst Cau Div
179th AS:X

ROK T;LOR 174th IAC 1 Feb - 6 Mar 67 9th ROK Ilf Div
180th ASHC

OH Jj'K YO I 174th RHC 7 Y,;.Nr - 18 Apr 67 9th ROK Inf Div
i 180th ASHCC

179th ASHC

OH JAN YO II 48th /d1e 19 - 30 Apr 67 9th ROK Inf Div
155th 12C
176th AHC

:'4ams 48th MHC 1 Feb - 2 Apr 67 1/4 Inf Div
155th ,S!C
187th A3HC

Farragut 48th JHO 1 Fob - 17 Feb 67 1/101st Abn Div117th fLHC

129th A•C
180th ASHC

Sunmrall. 117th ICRI 30 Mar - 29 Apr 67 1/101st Abn Div
129th AHC
180th ASHC

Oregon 161st ARXC 18 -30 Apr 67 TF O12M ONj
174th MiC

Omega 119th AHC Recurring 5th SFG
170th lhC

I-MENG HO VIII 161st iUiC 3 Jan - 4 Mar 67 CAP ROK Inf Div174th AHC -

179th AEC
180th -h3C-

Prairie Fire 119th AHC Recurring ACVI

c. Training

(1) E & E Of ficers from.ch company received one days .
training at 17t'h C0G on 27 Feb 67.

(2) Newly arrivcd aviators have receivwd '.rnit trmining wad .

standardization. CONFIDENTIAL c I
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.SUBCT: Operritional Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

4 (3) Aviators from the 176th AHC received training and in
-I c,.untry check outs from the 161st AHN.

- tyb (n ) Escape ?nd Evai-Ion training in the Philipires is

Scurrently being conducted for a~iat,.rs from all units. An active progrom
for B & E training ha.; bcn established by 17th CAC.

(5) Mechanics from all units are continuing to attend L•TUWTP
"course& at Vung Tau.

(6) CH-47 units received training in defoliating procedures

utilizing unit aircraft and spray rigs manufactured and installed by the units.

4. (C) Logistics

a. Maiatenance

S(1) During the reported period average aircraft availability
was 75.5%, average EDP rate was 7.9%, and EDM rate was 16.6%#

5, (C) Civil Affairs

a. Welfare Services

(1) Approximateoly 3500 pounds of surplus food and PX
supplies were distributed to the Nha Trang Orphanages, the Evangelical Bible
Institute and the Evangelical Clinic and TB Hospital.

(2) 1500 bars of soap were provided to the Nha Trang,
Provinicial Hospital.

(3) ApproximatKly 300 pounds of clothing were distributed to
the Nha Trang Orphanage.

(4) 100 blankets and a 12-bottle sterilizer were purchased
and presented to tho NIha Trang Catholic Orpbanage.

b. Medical Services: Approxitately 300 pounds of drugs were
received from interested GONUS doctors and distributed to the Evangelical

.F. Clinic and TB hospital.

c. Educat-ton: 37 English classes were taught with a total
attendance of -05 students.

d. Religious Activities: Approximately $240.00 were collected
thtrough Protestant Religious services conducted in the 17th CAG Chapel amd
"given to the Evangelical Clinic and TD hospital, and the Evangelical Bible
Inistitute.

CONFIDENTIAL,'
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i-VGLO-SC 13 Iay 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarturly Period Ending 30 April 1967

6. (C) Signal

a. Equipment:

(1) The Group Signal Section and signal sections of uach
battalion are still experiencing shortages of tolctype and single side band
radios. MTOEts have been submitted adding sufficient quantities of equipment

-A however, the items are not available for issue. With a few exceptions,- most
of the SSB radios on hand have be.en renoved from aircraft and palletizud for
ground operations.

(a) Additional equipment shortages which rjrcv.,-l1 throughout
the Aviation Group, and evidently thr.,ughout Vietnam, is the shortage of

"M.4 PP-34 and PP-1104 power supplies. These items are needed to provdc. DC power
for operation of dismounted radios.

.. (C) Aviation Medicine

a. Facilites: The addition of a dental clinic to the Group
Surgeon's Office will provide a much needed dental facility in t~h, =da,
The dispensary, scheduled to become operational 1 May 19 6 7• •ill sorve

'A all aviators in the Long Van Complex.

b. Personnel: There continues to bc a shortage of flight
surgeons in the Group with vacancies in the 52d and 10th CombLt i'viction
Battalions. Although -_:rogrrYned replaccrment s vd11 Lrrive soon, these arrivals
will be offset by the large n'waber of flight surgeons de3arting Vietnan
in May and June.

c. It is anticipated that the Tuy Hoa and Da Nang areas will
need a resident flight surgeon in the near future. Projected increases in
aviation pvrsonnel and rulative geographical isolation will dictate the
flight surgeon need.

air') 8. (U) Flight Safety

4 a. Period 1 February 1967 - 30 April 1967:

RW P14 TOTAL
1I-ajor Lheciý'erts 24 q31
Minor Accidents 1 0 1
Combat Losse. 1 9
Forced Landings 22 1 23
Precautionary Landings 19 4 23
"Inci dent s 19 2 21

J
6
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SUBJECT: Operational. Report for Quarterly Period Endirg 30 April 1967

b . ",ircrnft Accidents

MONTH RW FI-, TOT/j. RATE FATULITIES

February 6 5 11 35.5 5
alrch 13 2 15 44.0 5

April 4 0 4 11.3 3

c. Combat Attrition:

MONTH 11W FW TOTAL FATALITI MISSING

February 2 1 3 0 0
March 6 0 6 1 0
""iApril 0 0 0 0 0

.'al d. Incidern s:

P/L F/L
MONTH 1Wl F; RW FW VIl FIV

oAlFebruary 7 0 7 3 6 0
4 March T 2 4 2 8 0
i April 7 1 10 0 9 0

e. Cumulativc accident rate por 100,000 hours flying timeduring period: 30.0

T f. Cumulative accident rate FY 1967: 34.4

SECTION II: (C) COW{ANDýýVS OBSRVUTIONS 0ND PECO1,,END,,IONS

Part I Observations (Lessons Learned)

1. (U) Personnol

a. Item, Infusion

"Discussion: One infusion prour,•,ji was completud between the
three Assault Support Helicopter Companius, i.e. the 179th, ].Oth and 196th.
The 196th exchanged ten officers and 62 emlisted men, equally divided bet-
ween the 179th and 180th Companies. With added units expected to arrive
at cn early date more infusions among al-47 units will be progr.vrmed. Plmis
have been completed to infuse UH 1 pilots with units from outside the 17th
Group. The greatest problem areF is during the Oct - Nov period. To further
complicate the ].rge hump is the anticipated arrival of 5 more ;'•O1s during
these months. As new units arrive, the infusinn will be done by employing
the slice concept: i.e. 2 officers and 6 B.

C CONFIDENTIAL '
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AVGD-SO CtA7/ 43 May 1967
SUBJ.CT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

Observation: Continuous monitoring of the DOS situation

rt• is required so as to a-6id crippling humps

b. Item: Personae)l Shortages

Discussion: The USALRV manning level has keen fairly well
observed. A few critical areas remadn, particularly in the avionics field.

, There is a noted trend toward a lower experience level. The bulk 3 f the 4
enlisted replacenonts have had school training to qurJify as aipprentices. 4
Very few experienced NCO's have been assigned in the last few months.

Obsorvation: A continuous on-the-job training pro-rcun is
necessary in order to qualify the personnel in their duties.

c. Item: Officer -Warrant Officer Ratio

Disp...ssion: A definite trend towards loss commissioned
and to more warrant officers has been noted. Thu percentage of warrant
Qfficers has climbed from 34 to 50 percent during this quarter.3 Observation: We can expect a continued trend toward the
eventual r.tio of 40% officers to 60% warrant officers.

2. (M) Operttions $

a. Item: Immediate Responsiveness for Tactical Duergency andSImmedi.%te Operations.

C Discussion: W1ithin II OTZ there is often reouirements for
immediate passage of important tactical inforwation. Due to the long dis-.
tances between units and the overworkod and busy comanunicetion systam
presently used these messages cannot be di.,seminated to units that must be
infonued. The suriousness of not being able to communicate is well known,
but a problem often overlooked is th t once a unit is coxmb:tctod the infer-,ation must be p.ssed out in clear text and thus the element m ± securIty is
lost. Unfortunatley the teletype system is overworked and even a flash
mess!,ge takces an hour or so to be transmitted art allows a ,isinterpretation
of the basic message.

Observation: A system of instant comraunico-tiun wIth a
scrajble'r or quick talk device should be Jeveloped to be used aril assiuned
to each tactica-'l b-.ttalion. The time spent in trying to establish contact
with different units takes abL)ut 4 or 5 tinmes as lenc a" it takes to complete
a telephonic comunuication.

3. (C) Training Aned Organlization

a. Ttce: Training lteq'tircmunts fox- New Eauipment Introduced4 in MUN.
SCONFIDENTIAL
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SrUBJ XT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

Discussion: New items of equipment such as the T-53-L-13
engine, the XM 47 gravel mine, and other classified materials introduced
within RVN and supplied to a unit already in country requires an extensive
training program. Generally the demand for new equipment is so great that
it is put- into usc prior to proper training wýLich often results in damage or
misinterpretation of use on the itnm introduced.

Observation: Continual studies should be conducted to
develop an effective training - introduction program to prevent r.Lisuse. of

utIvaluable new assets.

! 4. (C) Intelligence

a. Itmn: Reduction of VR Flying Hours

Discussion: During the reporting period, there were 8324
hours flown exclusively for VR out of a total of 13,616 hours flowrn for all
"missions. The previous period showed 9315 hours flown for VR, out of a
"total hours of 23,976. This is a reduction of 991 hours for VR or 330
hours per month. At the samL time, the average availability of aircraft
dropped from 57 to 48 aircraft, with the largest reductLon in March duu to

• .6 I/C being transferred from II Corps to I Corps.

"1,i Observation: With an increase of flying hours per aircraft
the Vq Program continues to loso its effectiveness duo to lack of availalbe
aircraft. There is also an increased requirement for 0-1 by the US Forces
for surveillance of area of operations, Radio Relay and Artillery adjustment.

5. (C) Logistics

a. Itcm: Minimum Construction for Incoming Units.

Discussion: Prior to a unit Ia arrival, the conzarnnors
re>sponsible for base development planning in -t inrticular area have been
directed to insure that the area the unit will occupy is cleared ann! the
necessa-ry roads, burn out latrines, temporary showers, ad mess hall pads
are constructed. (Ref. Ltr, USL-RV, subj Construction for Incoing Units,
file AXTHOD-IN, dtd 14 Apr 67.) From then on the unit is i esponsiblo for
the vortical construction of its cantonment area. There is no specific
mention of prior preparations that should be undertaken toacomodate aviation
units mad their aircraft. Those preparations could be a minimum effort,
such as for helicopters, FSF parking and maintenance pads with a surrounding
application of peneprime.

Observation: Prior to an aviation unit's arrival, commanders
res•'onsible Per base development planning at that site should be directed
to insure that accomodations for parking and maintaining aircraft are
included in the mninum oonsturcticn effort tha~t will be undcrtaken at that
location prior to the unitts arrival.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGD-SC 13 May 1967
SUBJXT: Cperati.anal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

b. Item: Refueling Points at Base Camps

Discussicn: Aviation units have included in the TO&E,
six 100 GPI! pumps, and thirteen 30/40 G11'P pumps in UH-I units and sixteen
100 GPM pumps in CH-47 units, however, these systems have ..roven to be inr-
adequate when utilizing both forward sup,'.Jort areas arnd base camps. Vvith thc
necessity for simultaneous rcfueling of several helicopters at tuo locations,
re(fueling capabilities have been seriously hindered =any tiL, as by limited
pumping pressure available at each site. In addition, the current Kenco
100 GPM pumps have proved inadequate for continuous operation due to their
relatively short life and the present lack of filter elemenus and ether parts
in the supply systm-_,,

Observation: A permanent 8 point, 350 GPM, 10,000 gallon
refueling systera should be installed at all base camps and that each Assault
Helicopter Battalion Headquarters ba provided with the s_=ne caýpability so
as to augnert field locati.ns as needed.

c. Item.: Release of Supplies and Equipm•nt

Discussion: At the present time recuisitons for controlled
items are not being honored t depots resulting in units having to request
a release through Saigon for issue. The stQckge of those items is some-
tinies restricted to one dejot complex which further nvcessitates :transport-
ation arrangements for pickup and distribution.

Obsorvation: in amiproved sysbcm for requisitioning cont-
rolled items should be developed and stockge of theso items should be made
at all depots which would f,cilitate pickup.

d. Item: Flying Time Spread on Aircraft

Discussion: Some aviation units arrivinCg from COWUS have
not been -able to obtain a reasonable spreand j,, flyring time en their air-
craft pri.e:r to 'deT'oxnent. Other units turn in the -aircraft they trained
,ith in CO•J:3 :~1. pick up new aircraft at the Port of Embirkation which

ha.ve only the fLrry time from the factory to th I'1OE.

Observation; When a unit arrives in a theater of operation
""With aircraft not havinr a reasonable spruad of tine the inspections Lunch
up because operational conmmitments require that .lmost every flyable aircraft

be flown every day. This creates peaks and vall.ys in the maintenance
workload and causes the availability rate to fluctuate Considerably from
day to day until the unit is able to spread out the aircraft timu. A strain
is elso placed on the supply system when a large number of time chancro
components must be replaced at a,.roxdz..tley the same time.

(. CONFIDENTIAL ,,,
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-iVGD-SC .3 May 1967
SU•IfXT: Operationa•l Report for Quarter ly oeriod Endin• 30 April 1967

S-"•.716. (U) Medical

a. Item: Survival Kits

Discussion: Indivi-lual, Hot, Wet Climate survivwl kits
have boen made avaiLable. These will invariably rbtpace and suplement the
more bulky aircraft survival kito.

Observation: Although there are no roeorts of survival
use to date, the analler, lighter, in~lividunl kits seem to be well accepted.

b. Item: Sleeves rolled down

j Discussion: The moi-tality rate of body burns is directly
proportional to aea skin burface burn. Therefore, protection of ecýosed
body paxts is essential to crash survival with accomunaying pro-post
crash fire. Rolled down sleeves by avv.ation pursonnel increases body
protection by approdxdiate•y 15%.

Observation: Throughout the Group, the ruutine "rolling
down of sleeves" seems to becoming a habit. This sinmple maneuvesr is a
giant step toward aircraft safety consciousness.

c. Iteron: Ballistic Holmeot

Discussion: The new ballistic hexlel ib now i usa.
throughout the Group. In this short time thero have beens:vural instances

-here the helmet has actually stopped missiles without injury to the wearer.

Observation: Initial complaints of "tightness" and generally
"uncomfortable" are easily solved by individual adjustment of the hbnaet
pads. In the helmutts brief trial, thi results are encouraging.

"Part II: Recommendations

1. (U) Personnel

"a. No recoi'mendotions

b. No recommendations

2. (C) Operations:

a. Ref: Section II, Part 1, para 2a

b. Recomnend a new long range communication s5stem be developed
wvith an internal quick talk device.

CONFIDENTIAL
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2iVGD)-SC 13 li:cy 1967
SUBJE~CT: Operntional Raport for Quarterly Period Ending 30 ;-.ril 1967

3. (C) Training and Organizations:

a. Hof Section II, Fart 1, rtira 3a

b. Reonrmend that a training team accompnny each new Item
of ecnuipnent and rem'ain with the equipment -nd unit thoughout its introd-
uction ardI traininC progrox.i.

4. (U) Intel:LiEenoe

a. Rlef Section II, Fart 1, r-ra 4

b, ihecoi-nmend that priority be eivon to 0-1 units in this
grToup for replacement of ii'craft.

5. (U) Logistics

a. 'ief: Section 11, Part I, pama 5d.

b. Recontmerf that units deploy ov-.;rscas ,,-th aircraft thuy
h,-ve trainled with in CONUS ard1 that a concertod effort be made to obtain
the maiwdmum flying, timle spre-'. on aircraft while in WNS'

6ý (U) Other

a. No roconmmndrations

b. No reconimendattions.t

Distribution: JOHN W. I'MMR
C olonel, Infantry

.1 Thru Field ForcesB V Commannding

Thru CONFIENTIA
T1hru USA1U)AC

To: let Avn DAe
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StC, CONFiDENTiAL
AVFA-GC-OT (13 May 67) let Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967 (U)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 4 JUN 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army,
Washihgton D.C., 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the contents of the 1
Aviation Group operational report for the quarterly period ending 30 April
1967 with the following comments.

2. (C) Reference Section I, Part I - Observations.

a. Reference paragraph 2a - Operations: Non concur. The dis-
cussion and observation of this item are erroneous and misleading. It is
believed that the writer is attempting to make two points.

S(1) There is a requirement for secure voice communications.
This is recognized as a valid requirement. Ciphony equipment for use with
FM radios is currently being issued. Cii ny equipment for use with narrow
band equipment such as telephones and HF radios p:.esenta a difficult
technical problem which is the subject of researuh and development at this
time. Scrambler devices and the "talk - quick" equir'ent referred to are not
acceptable for use at group or battalion level. In the interim, operational
and numerical codes are available.

'.1 (2) There is undue delay in both telephono and teletypewriter
message commanications. While immediate connection to a called party or
immediate transmission of a message is desireable, the present state of the
art requires some time for any selective switching process or processing and
transmission of message traffic. The 17th Combat Aviation Group has sole

user telephone and teletypewriter circuits to each battalion, so that
switching and transmission time should be minimal.

b. Reference paragraph 4a - Intelligence: Concur. 17th Combat
Aviation Group is short 10 of 64 authorized 0-1 aircraft for support of II
CTZ and requirements for additional aircraft are continuing to increase,
i.e., artillery air observers and expansion of the visual reconnaissance4 effort.

"c. Reference paragraph 5a - Logistics: Concur. Recommend

USARV amend letter, subject: Construction for Incoming Units, dated 14
April 1967, to include construction of parking and maintenance pads for
aviation units prior to their arrival. This would permit aviation units to

, .become operational sooner upon arrival.

d. Reference paragraph 5b - Logistics: Concur. A request for
authorization of additional required equipment was forwarded to this head-

CONFDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967 (U)

quarters. The request was indorsed to the 1st Aviation Brigade because the
quantity of equipment requested exceeded current authorizations, and must be
submitted through channels for approval. This headquarters recommended
approval on 15 May 1967. I

e. Reference paragraph 5c - Logistics: Concur. Current procedures,
as established by 1st Logistical Command Regulation 725-5, dated 15 December

1966, provides that GS/DS units accept requests for command controlled items
(CCI) and forward -them to 14th ICC. The 14th ICC forwards requests to
1st Logistical Command commodity manager for release approval. Upon approval a
referral order is made by 14th ICC to issuing depot. Depots shouid ship
approved items to the GS/DS unit for issue; however, delay in transportation
sometimes prompts the unit to pickup items at depot to expedite receipt.

f. Reference paragraph 5d - Logistics: Concur. This is not
.10 considered to be a serious problem. The advantages of a unit arriving in RVNwith low flying time on their aircraft far outweigh the advantages of a unit

arriving in RVN with a reasonable spread on aircraft time. It is logical to
assume low time aircraft will provide better service with less downtime than
high time aircraft. A suitable method of accomplishing the flying time spread
on aircraft is to have aviation units deploy with new aircraft, and laterally

j transfer the new aircraft to older in-country aviation units until the
. desired time spread is achieved.

3. (0) Reference Section I1, Part II - Recommendations.

a. Reference paragraph 2b - Operations: Non concur. See dis-
cussion under paragraph 2a above.

b. Reference paragraph 3b -Training and Organization: Concur.

New equipment training teams (NETT) are provided to instruct unrt personnel
on the use and maintenance of new equipment, dependent upon the complexity
of the item of equipment, for a limited period of time.

c. Reference paragraph 4b - Intelligence: Concur. This head-
quarters is still short 10 0-1 aircraft of the total authorization of 64.

*•. :The current tactical situation in il• Z U', with the increasing threat in the
.iighlands, justifies an upgrading of the priority of aosignment of replace-
ment 0-1 aircraft to II UTZ.

d. Referen e paragraph 5b - Logistics: Non concur. Achievement
of a maximum time spread is not considered essential for reasons stated in

paragraph 2f above.

FOI ThiL COMMANDL:H

10 Incl
ic in i in
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""' SUBJLCT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 April 1967. (RCS.CSF(1 67) (U)4 H QUAEZTa1S, 1ST AVIATIObJ BMIGADE, APO 96307 Fie JUN 14s

F THRU: Conmending General, United States ArDr Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DH,
APO 96307

, Co miader in Chief, United States Arvy Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-i1HR,
APO 96558

TO: As.-istant Chief of Staff Force Development, Departnment of the Army
(ACSWOR DA), Washington 1. C. 20310

I. (U) This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 17th
' Combat Aviation Group as indorsed and considers it to be adequate and

concurs ýdith the contents except as noted,

S2. (C) The follovrin additional conments are considered pertinent:

a. heference Section 1, Part 1, para lb (3), page 2: Aviator
strength figures presented do not agree with nwre recent figures provided
by the 17th Gombat Aviation Group. This paragraph shows the group to be
below the 90; manning level while the weekly Aviator Strength Report (226--It),
dtd 16 Lay 67, reveals 93.65% assigned of total authorized or 3.65v above
90% nmnuiing level.

"b. Section I, Part 1, para ba (1), page 6: The 1/4 ton nmunted
"AiW/VS0-2 IiF/SS13 hadio Teletype radios are presently arriving in country.
The brigade will receive an initial 10 sets late June or early July. Then
10 sets each minnth for 4 nonths. The 17th Group will receive 5 of the
initial shipment.

c. Section I, Part 1, para 6a (2), page 6: A check with let Log

dO Conmmnd on the PP--34 and PP-1104 Power Supplies reveals a zero balance.

They could not tell uhen any would arrive in country. USARV Signal is

aware of this and is in touch with AMC.
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a8 JUN 1967

AVBA-C
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 April 1/67 6

(RCS-CSFOR 67)

d. Section I, Part I, para 7b, page 6: Flight Surgeon replace-
ments will not be sufficient to fill all existing vacancies, and those
created by departure, until October 1967. This deficiency was anticipated
several months ago and numerous requisitions, including one (1) erriergency
requisition, were forwarded to the Surgeon General's Ofiice, DA. At the
present time there is a critical shortage of flight surgeons in RVW and
CONUS. As an interim measure, the USARV Surgeon' s Office i-as provided
several General Duty Medical Officers (IDS-3100) to fill critical vacancies
during the summer wonths.

e. Section i, Part I, Para 7c, page 6: Tuy Hoa is presently
provided aviation medical support by the battalion surgeon of the 266th
CoLbat Aviation Battalion. The 519th Ihedical Detachment OA is operntione.l
at Da Nang and attached to the -282nd Assault Helicopter Company. There is
no lack of aviation medical support at either location.

Sf. Section II, Part I, para 2a, page 8: Concur with I FiV comn-
Lrents. i1ost headquarters hesitate to use operational and nwuerical codes
which are available to all. It takes very little time to encode tactical
information that must be transmitted by radib. The VSC2-RTT mentioned
above will be issued down to company level. This equipment will have a
security device to pass secure voice and teletype traffic.

g. Section II, Part I, para 4a, page 9: .;ACV established priority
of assignment of 0-1 aircraft. 17th Avn Gp is authorizeu 88 0-I's and have
85 on hand. The remainder of the 1st Aviation Brigade is authorized 68 0-1ts
a.nd have 78 on hand. Upon arrival of the 185th Aviation Company in june,
this problem will be partially elimdnated.

h. Section II, Part I, para 5a, page 9: Letter AVbA-D, Hq, I st
Avn Bde, subject: Construction for Incoming Units, dated 27 Apr 67, re-
cognizes the problem stated by 17th Avn Gp. This letter is addressed to
Coni.anding General, USARV and requests that c %mnanders responsible for basea
development planning be directed to provide -uemporarr. helipads or parlCLn•
areas for incoming units where these facilities do not exist.

i. Section Il, Part I, para 5b, page 10: A liaison visit to
US.,RV-POL reveals there are no 350 GPO, or 10,000 gallon tanks in country
at this time, and delivery date cannot be established. Construction is

underway at one of the proposed permanent 8 refueling points. US3RV-POL

does plan liaison visits to other 7 proposed points to determine feasibility.

16 Reproduced From
Best Available Copy
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Period Finding 30 April 1967
(OCS-CSBOR) (U)

J J. Section 1I, Part IA para 5c, page 10: Requisitions for con-
trolled items are being honored by supporting depots. The only means let
"Log Command has of controlling items is to release them per approval of

•* !ArnV. Demands and stocks are such that a central control facility (Ost
Iog Saigon) had to be established to insure priority I anit's needs were
filled. Procedures for release of these items are available to units from
their support command. Stockages of all items are maintained at all depots
in cou.try wherever possible. Ship arrivals are not always such that this
can be accomplished. This will be brou,-ht to the attention of 1 st Log

SCosmand.

k. Section II, Part I, para 5d, page 10: Concur with basic
observation and recommendation of 17th Group, Wonconcur with I FFV corn-
ments and recommendations. Effective management principles must be applied
by the operational unit and by FIV to insure that through proper and judi-
cious scheduling a reasonable time spread is obtained on unit aircraft.
Deploying units are usually issued aircraft in CONUS by blocks. This in-
sures that there is configuration uniformity. There is an iiherent ispli-
cation in the FFV comment that by starting out in RVI! wibh a time spread
on the aircrzft, they will remain that way. This is not the case. Con-
stant attention to scheduling problems is necessaryj in order to maintain
control of the maintenance situation. All flyable aircraft in a unit ca.n-
not be scheduled at all times without ar-iviin at a "peak and valley"
maintenance workload situation. To avoid this situation, certain flyable,
or mission ready aircraft must be held doirn during periods ihen mIaximum

effort is not required. The manhours which would have to be expended in
:1, inspecting and transferring aircraft throughout the 1st Aviation Brifade in

order to maintain a time spread on aircraft in deploying units would be
ri excessive. These manhours could be iore econoniically employed in reducing

maintenance peaks. From a mana,ement standpoint, the additional transfer
actions involved in si-appinL unit aircraft would oversaturate the crwisfer
system. it pro6ram of this magnitude could probably be handled only if corm-
puterizod. Demand data generated in C0,AUS training by deploying units has

dictated A3L' s to suppuirt a•si~ned aircraft. The addition of olAer aircraft

Sj1  would make these aiSLs obsolete. in many instances the parts themselves are

different. Sound siintenance and operational manafement procedures will
insure a flying time spread on aircraft.

""10 Inol T

nc Captain, JGC
Asst jdjutant General
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SAVIIGC-FD (13 -,iy 67) 3d IndFVT. ,.
SUBJCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ,nding 30 April 1 967(0)

]hzi;D.UARTMS, UNIT¶d STATzS AWAY ViZTNA-I1, APO 96375 1 I. 967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, APO 96558
1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational ileport-

Lessons Learned for the period ending 30 April 1967 from h1eadquarters,
"17th Combat Aviation Group as indorsed.

2. (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning training requirements for new
equipment introduced in IVN, paragraph 3 page d; para~raph "a, page 12
and paragraph 3d, lat Indorsement; concur. G3 Training will continue to
request new training teams to instruct -iit personnel on the use and

maintenance of new equipment.

b. Reference item concerninC aviator strength fi£ iures, para-
Graph 2a, 2d Indors' tent; concur. The strength figures reported by the
"Vi7th Combat Aviatio Group. The Group has experienced difficulty in
obtaining accurate surength figures because of' the extensive dispersion
of their battalions and companies throughout I and II CTZ's. This fact,
combined with a continuous personnel turnover, deployment of new aviation
units, and limited FOTECON facilities, further complicates the problem.

DLu'ing Miay and June 1967, personnel officers from I1 ARtV, 1st Avn t)de
and 17th Gp have worked together closely to improve reporting and ac-
counting procedures, as accurate strength reports are essential to the
management of aviator assets.

c. Reference item concerning shortagei of teletype and single I
sideband radios, paragraph 6a(1), page 6 and paragraph 2b, 2d Indorsement;
concur. A new family of single side band (S3B) voice and teletejowriter
sets is being introduced into Mdi•. Initial deliveries of the AiN/GCRC 106

4 and Ah./VSC 2 have been received. Additional quantities of these sets and
other SSB sets are prograuned for hVI,. A final 130I for the SSB farily has
been prepared by USA/W and is being forwarded for validation. lst Aviation
llrigade requirements have been included. In adoi .ion to standard SSB
radios a quantity of 4C each AN/i.:RC 119's having a 3L113 radio teletypewriter
and voice capability, plus other communications, is programmed for lost
"Aviation Brigade. On 20-23 July a conference has been planned with partici-
pation of DA, U.JA2C01. l UýJ[n.AC and USARV to discu.•s requirements, programnu-

"<'-:I ing and deliveries of the SSI3 family. It in anticipated that the proLram
will Lain monaentum and the U6ARV posture on this type of equipment will
imýprove considerably in the next 6-8 months.

d. ieference item concerning shorttge of VPF-34 and P?-1104 4
power supplies, paragraph 6a(2), page 6, ane paragraph 2b, 2d indorsemrent;
concur. The nature of unit deployment in iNN has created a heavy demand
for semi-fixed com:.-anications using tactical radios to support base camps,

"D•lj ifiS• -- np - 18 Pan.
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3UW3JLCT: Operational Rieport For Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

tactical bases of operation, forward support areas, security, etc. This
type of operation has placed a heavy demand on the supply syst~em for neces-
sary pow~er converters to operate from AC power sources. Conti~nuous action
i5 being taken through supply channels to obtain necessary assets.

e. Aeference item concerning minimum construction for incoming
units, paragraph 5a, page 9; paragraph 2h, 2d Indorsement and paragraph 2c,
1st Indorsementi concur. Action recommended by.H( I ±FFV has been initiated
by 1 at Aviation Brigade. Concur in the recoimmendation that base develop-
mient for incoming aviation units include temrporary parking and maintenance
areas for, aircraft.

f. Reference item. concerning release of supr~lies and equipment,
'4 paragraph c. page 10, and paragraph 2j, 2d Indovsement; concur with discu.s-

sion. However, due to the nature of controlled items, requirements from
units must be considered on a coiamand-wide basis. Requisitions are pro-
cessed lAW 1st Imgistioal Command itegulation 725-5. At times stockagýe at
the various depots Letsout of balance but, depending upon the urgency of
the requirement, units are issued items from other depots.

g. Reference item concerning. reduction of VEL flying hours, para-
graph 4a, page 9) paragraph 2g, 2d lndorsement; paragraph 2b, 1st Incior,5e-
ment) paragraph 4b, page 12 and paragraph 5b, page 2. This item pertains
to two different subjects;

(1 ) deduction of Vh f lying_ hours.

(2) F~lyintg time spread on aircraft, and will be addressed
separately below:

(a) fieduot--on of iN f lyin6 hoursý.

10 Concur.

2. Since the reporting period covered, 17jth Avn Gp
has been brought. up to authorizedi strength inL 0-1 aircraft. Additionally,
the 185th Recon Airplane Co (0-1) is being assgigned tu 17th Avn Gp and will

further increatse I FFVIý; VA capability.

(b) Flying time spread on aircraft.

I1. Concur.

2. The rationale providud by I at Avn i~de Ua
paragrapt. 2k is -Yalid and the most effective solution to this pro:blem
which confront3 all aviation unil;s unless effective aircraft nanagement
aid tscheduling is emiployed.

9' ' ; 2 yjear3
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SUBJECT: Operational Report For Quarterly Period inding 30 April 1967

Am

h. Reference item concerning shortage of flight eurgeons, para- i
graph 7b, page 6 and paragraph 2c, 2d Indorsesent; concur with paragraph

1 2d, 2d Indorsement, HQ 1st Avn Bde, dated 30 April 1967. Currently there
are 44 flight surgeons assigned against an authorization of 65. During
the period July to September 1967 an additional net lo5s of 13 will be
sustained, resulting in command availability of approximately 50% of
authorization. A significant input is not expecteo until Octooer 1967.
Sifice DA cannot provide aero-medical trained 1C officers prior to that
time it will be necessary to provide care on an area rather than uniL
basis and in part by the use of experienced but non-aero medically trained
IO.C officers.

i. Reference item concerning immediate rebpor~sive-.eszs tot LacLical
emergency and i•anediate operations, psýe 8 and paragraph 2f, 2d Iriciorsement:

(1) INbnconcur.I
(2) Concur in discu:sion presented in paragraph 2a, 1st

Indorsement ard paragraph 2f, 2d Irtorsemento

Putt THLd CGOM'haitt:
II

10 Incl

Cpt. M. at tIenera. '! • ~As•, Ad~hltau tn
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GPOP-DT(13 May 67) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

from HQ, 17th Cbt Avn Gp (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 2 0 SEP1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE C04H&NDER IN CHIEF:

10MAJ, AGC
ncl Ast AG
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PERSONNEL STATISTICS

UNIT AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED KIA WIA MXA

Hq 17th CA ".

Feb 85 174 0 0 0

•8Mar 1 349 0 0 0

Apr lit 329 0 0 0

10th Cbt Avn Bn

Feb 1640 1819 0 0 a

Mar 1640 1697 4 0 0
"Apr 1644 1900 0 0 0

14th Obt Avn Bn

"Feb 1537 1383 0 0 0

Mar 1633 1703 0 0 0

Apr 1637 1812 0 1 0
4I

52d Cbt Avn Bn

Feb 1464 1549 0 0 0

Mar 1464 1727 1 3

Am- 146L 1774 0 0 0

J-wi 22,• ,..& Ut', .13 -Avn Bn

Fob J1.3 ' 1355 2 0 .

'4. 1136 1368 2 0 1

Apr 113,3 1393 0 0 0

Th.ou CONFIDENTIAL '
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i averace aircraft availability during the period was as follows:

Ar f Availability EM t.

MJ-lB "?200 25.8 462

UH-10 74.8 14.9 1005

U1" -lD 79.2 14.8 6.0

JH-47A 75.9 1v.0 6.1
0-1 87.4 8.8 .B8

U-BA 8121 10.3

I OV- 80.0 o. 15.7

U-I. 66.8 24.2 9.0

Ino] 2
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D&ARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEAMUARTERS, 17TH CO.AT AVIATION GRiJ p

APO San Francisco 96240

SUBJECT: MKUhap Report Guide

The followirg is published as a guide for reporting mibhpprs throuwh

channels:

USARV USARV CFP "USARV .'#INVEST '.DA 2397 USARV DA 285

',t4 ".1.93 232 Al OFFIC2M BOIaD CD INCID

hos6t!"'Ui ire_7-. NO NO NO#,.. %,n 1* NO YFS ?NO;
not downed
A/c hit by
hostile fire NO 7ES NO# NO 1* R YES NO
downed. NLD ..

JVC hitp down
LD (Mina or MaJ)NO YES YES NO i* NO MS Nu
No Fatality
A/C hit,
Fatality NO YES NO NO 1* NO IES -•

A/O hit, down .
LDG Damage NO YES YES NO 1* NO YES NO
Fatality
A/C down, Mai
or Maj Damage NO YES YES YES 1 NO NO NO
No _ Fatality
A/C down, Min
or Maj Damage NO YES YES NO 4 YES NO NO
with FatalityS : *VC Inc and

other type NO NO** YES NO - NO NO YES
PLFL NO NO*- YES NO*** - NO NO NO
ldssinA A/C NO UES YES NO7 4b YES NO INO
Flight/Ground
Hazard YES NO NO NO - NO NO NO

REIRKS: All CFMfs are to be transmittedwith a precedence of "priority.' C94.'.
will be protectively marked, FOUO for accidents involving fatalities; thlo w,0-
tective marking will be removed after three days have elapsed. Dovmed air, rv[t
rgorts are due at USARV within three hours of occurrence; CFM's must be !n7;til ti.-.
ed within eight hours. Normal Safety channels will be used during duty V-i.'
unit S1)0 at other times.

* ;ABEEVIATIONS: CRI-Crash Facts Message, NLD-No Landing Damage, LD-Landing Drr gc,
PL-Precautionary Landing, FL-Forced Landing, AI-Accident Investigation, .,x-

Inc-Incident, Min-Minor Accident, Maj-Major Accident, CD-Combat Damage.

;*Not required to be on orders, **Unless recovery required, ***Ref: 04. i3-4 ,.
.para 25d (3)-serious injury, #Required if minor or major damage occurs.

SIncl 9
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4COW i A f'O-T /ALS.......STATION LIST

17TH AVIATION GP - ASSIGNED - ATTACHED
(as of 30 Apr 67)

UNIT LOG REMARUKS, CHANGES AND/OR CCURECTIONS

1Ht~,Yih Cbt Avn Op MHA TRANGf
HHC, 17th Cbt Ivn 5p NHA TRANG

542d Avn Op Det NHA TRA.NG

10lth Cbt Avn !n DONG BA THIN
SHHC DONG BA THIN".,'.•I258th FA Det (Radar) DONG BA THIN *.

339 •Sth Avn Op Det DONG 13A THIN
'•.48th Asl1t Hel Co M•AN RANW
S286th Mea Detu PHAN RANG

27.9th SC Det (Avio.lce) PHAN RANG
' 90bh TO Det (Hcptr FM) 11UN RANG

117th Aslt Hel Co DONG BA THIN
L60th Mod Det DONG BA THIN
256th SO Det (Avionics) DONG BA THIN
140th TO D_ t (Hptr FM) DONG BA THIN

129th Aslt Hel Co DONG BA THIN
435d Med Det DONG BA THIN
296th SC Det (Avionics) DONG BA THIN
394th TC Det (Hcptr FM) DONG BA THIN

180th AsIt Spt Hel Go TUY HOA
405d TO Oet (Hcptr FM) TUY HOA

281st AsIt Hel Go NHA TRPNG

"I -•h SC DetAvionics) NHA TRANG
"4863d TO Dot (Hcptr FM) MkA TRANG

14th Cbt An Bn AN SON
HHD AN SON

h', 348tft Avn Op Det AN SON
161st Aslt Hel Co AN SON

196th Med Det AN SON
449÷h SC Det (Avionics) AN SON
406th TO DB7T(Hcptr FM) AN SON

174th Aslt Hel Co AN SON
462a SC Det (Avionics) AN SON
409th TO Det (Hcptr FM) AN SON

176th Aslt Eel Co "NINH QOA
494th SO bet-(Avionics) NINH HOA

-4 411th TO Deb (Hcptr FM) NINH HOA

52d Cbt Avn Bn PLEIKU
HHD PLEIKU

:- 52d Security Fit PLEIKU
- -~68th Inf Det (Radar) PLEIKU

Hqs, 1/125th Air Tfc Co PLEIKU
"244th Avn Op Det PLEIKU

Inol 10 Page 1 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIlAL
UNIT L____ MAUK~II2 HAWNKS A! )/OR CORRECTIONS

119th Aslt Hel Co PLIIKU
9Lth Med Det PLEIKU
70th SC Det (Avionics) PLEIKU
"545th TO Det (Hcptr FM) PLEIKU

155ta AsIt Hel Co
--- lth Ted Det BAN ME THUOT

2(08t SO Det (Avionics) BAN NE THUOT
165th TO Det (Hcptr FM) BAN ME THUOT
255th QN Det (Petrl) BAN ME THUOT

170th AsIt Hel Co PLEIKU
755t-h-Med et PLEIKU
4h8th so Det (Avionics) PLEmU
405th TO Det (Hcptr M) PLEKU

179th Aslt Spt Hel Co PLEIKU
L4o2d TCO Det (cptr FM) PLEIKU.

189th Aslt Hel Co PLEIKU

22ýd bSt" B~t Avni tn" QUI NHON
[EHC QUI NHON

343d Avn Op Det QUI N1ION
18th Util Airplamn Co QUI NHON

i6 Med Det QUI NHON
256th TO Det (Ar Acft RR) QUI NHON

131st Survl Airelane Co HUE PHU BAI
dl3d Recon Airpane Co DONG BA THIN
2774th cbt Avn Co ONG BA THI *E

219th Recon Airplane Co PLEIKU
220-thRecon Aimrlane Co HUE PHU BAI

1314th Med Det HTUE PHU BAI
231st SO Det (Avionics) HUE PHU BAI
Det B, 1/125 Air Tfc Con HUE PHU BAI

196th Aslt Spt Hel Co AN SON * Assigned 17th CAG
-lthITO Det ('cfptr FM) AN SON
564th Med Det AN SON

282d Asit Hel Co DA NANG
"507th So DOet (Avionics) DA NANG
484th TO Det (Hcptr FM) DA NANG
519th Med Det DA NANCY

268th Cbt Avn Bn PHU HIEP **"*

* Attached for Admin and LogN* Attached. for Oper, Rat,. and Qtrs /...
-Mý* Attached for Log, Rats and Qtrs
*.,•* Not Operational

Incl 10 Page2 2i.
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